St. John Vianney
Catholic Church
Confirmation Handbook
2016-2017

7th Grade

**Confirmation in April 2018**

St. John Vianney Parish Confirmation Guidelines 2017-2018 – 7th Grade
In preparation to celebrate confirmation, and to continue to live their faith after celebrating
confirmation, the candidates for the sacrament are asked to do the following:
† Pray daily and attend Weekend Mass, joining the worshipping community where we are
formed in the ways of faith and to strengthen our relationship with our loving God.
† Attend and actively participate in Wednesday Religious Education sessions.
† Hand in the Confirmation Information form. Due Date is February 8, 2017
† Choose one Confirmation Sponsor and hand in the “Sponsor Information” form to St. John
Vianney Church by September 27, 2017. Give the chosen sponsor the “For the Sponsor”
handout. These items are in this packet.
† Choose a Confirmation Saint Name. The form for your Saint name is due back October 11,
2017.
† Participate in Christian service on your own and with the family and sponsor. Serve the
needs of others, especially the poor, with a sincere attitude of love and compassion.
Candidates are asked to participate in a variety of opportunities: 1 at home, 1 in the
parish, 1 in the community and 2 of the candidate’s choice. Candidates are asked to
journal on these opportunities in the Confirmation Service Journal sheet. The Confirmation
Journal sheet is due back to St. John Vianney by December 6, 2017.
† Attend a Confirmation parish retreat. The tentative date is Sunday, January 21, 2018.
† Participate in a brief Confirmation conversation, with a priest or staff person, on the
experiences concerning your journey of faith. The tentative date for this is March 14, 2018
† Talk with your Sponsor several times before and after Confirmation concerning the
sacrament, the Confirmation experience, and how things are going in relationship with God
and others.
† Have the Sponsor write a Letter to the Pastor. Directions for the letter can be found in the
“For the Sponsor” page. The letter from the sponsor is due back February 7, 2018.
† Make every effort to join in parish youth activities, service projects, and Teen Life
Ministry in the summer and fall and stay involved with the parish.
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PARENTS
Your involvement is crucial! The next several months will offer many opportunities for parents
to become involved and support their daughters and sons as they prepare for Confirmation.
Parents are invited to share their faith and participate with their daughters and sons as they
participate in service opportunities, study, and prayer.
SPONSORS
The sponsor not only stands with the candidate at the time of Confirmation but is also to be an
example and guide, personally bearing witness to what it means to be led by the Holy Spirit.
More than anything else, the sponsor's very example should commend her or him to the
candidate for this role.
The parents may not be sponsors. There is no requirement that the individual be of the same
sex as the confirmed. Non-Catholics may not be sponsors at Confirmation. The sponsor must
be confirmed and a Catholic in good standing. They should be at least 16 years of age.
This packet includes a “Sponsor Information” form to return to the St. John Vianney Religious
Education/Formation Office at 5801 Oak Hills Drive, Omaha, NE 68137. The “For the Sponsor”
handout, in this packet, must be given to the sponsor.
We encourage sponsors to participate in at least one service opportunity with the candidate.
** Sponsors will attend a workshop on Tuesday, March 27, 2018 at 7:00 pm in the Church. **
CONFIRMATION NAME
Baptism and Confirmation are closely related sacraments, so closely related, that in the first
centuries of the Church; Baptism, Confirmation, and First Eucharist were celebrated in one
ceremony known as the Rite of Initiation. We will spend a great deal of time emphasizing the
link between Baptism and Confirmation. In Confirmation we proclaim publicly that we have
chosen to live in such a way that our whole life will be a reflection of the love that God first
gave at Baptism. For these reasons it is most appropriate for the candidate to keep his/her
baptismal name, if it is a saint's name. If the candidate wishes to take another name he/she
should choose a saint's name.
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ANSWERING QUESTIONS OFTEN ASKED CONCERNING CONFIRMATION
1.

WHO MAY RECEIVE THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION?
In this diocese, Confirmation may be conferred upon any baptized person during or
after eighth grade. It is most properly conferred when the person about to be
confirmed wants to enter more fully into the life of Christ, has been properly instructed,
and is willing to take an active part in the life of the Church.

2.

WHO USUALLY CONFIRMS?
The Archbishop, Bishop or Vicar General is the usual minister of Confirmation. They
confirm to show that Confirmation is closely related to the first outpouring of the Holy
Spirit upon the apostles. Priests, too, may confirm with special permission of the
archbishop.

3.

HOW IS THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION CONFERRED?
The Sacrament of Confirmation is conferred through the anointing with chrism on the
fore-head and through the words, "Be sealed with the Gift of the Holy Spirit." The
anointing with chrism and the words of the bishop tell us that the baptized person
receives the gift of the Holy Spirit. The confirmed person is more closely bound to Jesus.
She or he is given help to spread the love of Jesus among people.

4.

WHICH ARE THE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT?
The gifts of the Holy Spirit are the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of right
judgment and courage, the spirit of knowledge and reverence, and the spirit of wonder
and awe in God's presence.
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WHAT IS THE IDEAL WAY IN WHICH THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION IS
CELEBRATED?
The ideal way in which the Sacrament of Confirmation is celebrated is within the
Eucharist. In that way, we can see the very important connection between
Confirmation and the Eucharist, which are both sacraments of initiation. At the
Confirmation Mass, we hear the Word of God and receive the Bread of Life. We are also
sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit - nourishment to live as Jesus taught us to live.
“Sealed” means “bonded to.”

6.

WHY ARE SPONSORS CHOSEN AT CONFIRMATION?
Sponsors present the persons to be confirmed to the bishop for the anointing. They
speak in the name of the whole believing community. The sponsors continue to help
the confirmed persons witness to Christ in their daily lives.
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7.

DOES CONFIRMATION MARK THE END OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION?
NO! Confirmation is not the end of religious education. Confirmation, as the last stage
of initiation, marks the beginning of a new awareness of life in Christ. It is a call to live
as full members of the Body of Christ.

8.

WHAT DOES CONFIRMATION CALL US TO BE?
Confirmation calls us to be committed Christians. By that we mean we are to live the
message of Jesus in everyday life. The sacrament calls us to continue to pray, serve
others, and celebrate with the people of God, gathered together as His Church.
The liturgy of Confirmation speaks of receiving the gifts of the Holy Spirit. The purpose
of Confirmation is to signify a certain relationship to the Lord Jesus, and to the Spirit of
God, in and through the community of the Church. One aspect of that relationship is
signified by the waters of Baptism, another by the food and drink people share at the
table of the Eucharist. The rite of Confirmation picks up yet another theme of initiation
into the Body of Christ, and that is their being sealed with the Spirit. Confirmation thus
celebrates in an explicit way the life of the Spirit that became theirs in Baptism.
Before all else, Confirmation is an occasion for young people to renew their baptismal
faith. It is also an occasion for the parish to witness and accept that commitment and for
adults to renew their own baptismal faith. Preparation for the sacrament should center
on the meaning of Baptism, of their entering into the mystery of Christ and becoming
part of the family of Jesus. The symbols of Baptism - the water, the light - should be
made to figure prominently in the rite of Confirmation.

If you have any questions or concerns about Confirmation, please contact the Director of Faith
Formation, John Gencarelli, at (402) 895-0896 or jgencarelli@sjvomaha.org.
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“Preparation for Confirmation should aim at leading the Christian toward a more intimate
union with Christ and a more lively familiarity with the Holy Spirit … To this end catechesis for
Confirmation should strive to awaken a sense of belonging to the Church of Jesus Christ, the
universal Church as well as the parish community.
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, #1309)

WHY SERVICE?
 From Jesus’ words and example in the Gospel, we know that service is an essential part of a
Christian’s life - a disciple’s way of following Jesus.
 We are baptized into this relationship with Jesus Christ, and as such become his Body,
continuing his mission and ministry on earth today.
 It is very important that our Confirmation Candidates understand the centrality of service if
we are to be true followers of Jesus Christ. The candidates need to focus on what this looks
like in the home, parish, neighborhood and larger community.
 Service comes from seeing with the eyes of Jesus the needs of others and responding with
compassion to those needs with the heart of Jesus.
 We will strive to make service projects meaningful and connected with what Jesus modeled
while he was on earth, and told us to do as his followers – the Body of Christ - called to
continue his work to build the Kingdom of God on earth.
 Since the parish is the most important place in which the Christian community is both
formed and expressed (General Directory for Catechesis, # 257), it is the privilege and
responsibility of the parish community to suggest opportunities for quality experiences of
service to others.
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SERVICE PROJECTS: WORKS OF JUSTICE AND CHARITY

When the Archbishop lays his hands on the Confirmation Candidate during the Confirmation
celebration and seals her/him with the Holy Spirit, she/he is saying YES to the mission of
Jesus. Each person is choosing to live a life of service and is celebrating the sacrament of
Christian witness.
SERVICE PROJECTS are an integral part of the St. John Vianney Parish preparation program,
and the youth are asked to work on these projects during the preparation period and to
continue this spirit of service after Confirmation. In carrying out the service projects, the
candidates will come to see how they can be an active part of the Christian community. They
can come to see their role of service as integral to their lives as confirmed Christians.
PARENTS AND SPONSORS are asked to support and be aware of the progress their children
are making in the area of service. Parental interest is an important element of the service
project. Parents are asked to offer encouragement, then step back and allow the candidates to
take as much initiative and to assume as much responsibility as is realistic. Hopefully there will
be occasions when you can include your child in any area of service in which you participate in
church, neighborhood or community.
Candidates will receive a bible in 7th grade, a gift from the parish. It is important not only to
listen and understand the Word of God, but also to apply the lessons learned, through daily
life and service to others. This is essential to living as a Christian following in Jesus footsteps.
These opportunities of service and journaling also give the candidates ways to explore how
they can be helpful to our parish and the community. The service also serves as a reminder to
parents and sponsors to live out their Baptismal call. We are the Body of Christ called to
continue Jesus’ work to build the Kingdom of God on earth. We are his disciples.
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Please use this prayer to pray for your children who will be Confirmed in 2018
A Parent's Prayer
Loving God,
You are the giver of all we possess,
the source of all of our blessings.
We thank and praise you.
Thank you for the gift of our children.
Help us to set boundaries for them,
and yet encourage them to explore.
Give us the strength and courage to treat
each day as a fresh start.
May our children come to know you, the one true God,
and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.
May your Holy Spirit help them to grow
in faith, hope, and love,
so they may know peace, truth, and goodness.
May their ears hear your voice.
May their eyes see your presence in all things.
May their lips proclaim your word.
May their hearts be your dwelling place.
May their hands do works of charity.
May their feet walk in the way of Jesus Christ,
your Son and our Lord.
Amen.

Important Dates for Confirmation 2017-2018
Confirmation in April 2018

 January 17, 2017: Confirmation Meeting for all 7th graders – Tuesday, January 17, 2017
in the Church
 February 8, 2017: Confirmation Information form is due back by February 8, 2017
 September 27, 2017: Sponsor Information form is due by September 27, 2017.
 October 11, 2017: Confirmation Saint Name form is due by October 11, 2017.
 December 6, 2017: The Confirmation Journal is due by December 6, 2017. (Those who
attend Youth Serve will have a different journal)
 January 21, 2018: Confirmation Parish Retreat. The tentative date is Sunday, January
21, 2018.
 February 7, 2018: The Sponsor writes a Letter to the Pastor. The letter from the
sponsor is due by February 7, 2018.
 March 14, 2018: Participate in a brief Confirmation conversation. The tentative date is
on Wednesday during class on March 14, 2018.
 March 27, 2018: All sponsors (only Sponsors) will attend a Confirmation Sponsor
Workshop at 7:00 pm in the Church on Tuesday, March 27, 2018.
 April 2018: Confirmation will take place on a Sunday afternoon in April 2018 (we will
not know the date until September of 2017)

Summer Programs
 Summer 2017 Youth Serve dates at the Columban Retreat Center, Bellevue are as follows:
(Sunday at 1:00 pm to Tuesday at 8:30 pm)
 June 25-27, 2017
 July 16-18, 2017
 July 23-25, 2017
 Vacation Bible School: June 19 - 23, 2017 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. each day.

2017-2018 Religious Education Student Confirmation Information Form
Complete and Return to St. John Vianney by February 8, 2017
**Please Print Legibly**
CANDIDATE: Male or Female (please circle one)
FORMAL NAME OF YOUTH (NO Nicknames)
Last:

First:

Middle:

State:

Zip Code:

ADDRESS
City:

PHONE
Home:

Work:

Cell:

Work:

Other:

E-MAIL
Home:

BIRTH DATE
Month

Day

Year

Month

Day

Year

BAPTISM DATE
CHURCH OF BAPTISM
Name:
Address:
City, State & Zip Code:

CHURCH OF FIRST COMMUNION
Name:
Address:
City, State & Zip Code:

FATHER’S FULL NAME (at time of youth’s baptism):
MOTHER’S FULL NAME (at time of youth’s baptism):
MOTHER’S MAIDEN NAME:
CURRENT PARISH:

Saint John Vianney YES or NO (please Circle)

If other, please specify Name:
Address, City, State and Zip:

Attention Parents: A copy of your child’s baptismal certificate must be provided to the Saint John Vianney Faith
Formation Office by February 8, 2017, unless he/she was baptized or celebrated First Holy Communion at St. John
Vianney Parish.
Please specify Baptismal date here:

Choosing Your Confirmation Name

Your name gives you an identity; it tells others who you are. When you were baptized, your
parents chose your name. Ask your parents, or whoever named you, how they picked the
name you received at birth and your baptismal name.
Now that you are to be confirmed, it is time to choose the name you will take as a sign of your
growth in faith.
The name you use at Confirmation should be important to you. It should have special
meaning, and it should express something of what you hope to become as an adult Christian.
It might help to ask your mom, dad, or grandparents what their Confirmation name is and why
they chose it.
The tradition of taking on a new name to show a new role can be traced back to the Old
Testament. When Abram was called to lead his people to believe in the one God, his name
was changed from Abram, meaning “father of many,” to Abraham, meaning “father of many
nations.” Again in the New Testament we find Simon’s name changed to Peter, meaning
“rock,” because he was to become the rock upon which Jesus founded His Church.
In Confirmation you proclaim publicly that you have chosen to live in such a way that your
whole life will be a reflection of the love that God first gave at Baptism. For this reason it is
most appropriate for the Confirmation name to be the baptismal name. If you do choose
another name, it should be a saint’s name.
Names of saints are chosen to serve as patrons and models for those being confirmed.
Candidates should choose a patron saint’s name, not because of the attractiveness of the
name, but because of the attractiveness of the Christian life that person led.
Find out more about the life of the patron saint you have chosen. A great website is
www.americancatholic.org for saint information in alphabetical order. Saint books and
resources can be found in the St. John Vianney Religious Education libraries.

St. John Vianney Confirmation Saint Name 2017-2018
This form must be returned to St. John Vianney Religious Education Office,
By October 11, 2017

Confirmation Candidate’s Name
Candidate’s Saint Name

















Please tell me a little something about this saint and why you chose the name.

















Choosing Your Sponsor
You do not have to make this journey alone. Along the way, you will make connections
with certain people who demonstrate in their lives what it means to be a Catholic. A sponsor
at Confirmation is someone who stands up for you before the community, presents you to the
bishop, and witnesses the anointing with the chrism.
The sponsor’s influence in your life continues after the celebration. The sponsor should serve
as someone you can turn to for help and guidance as you continue the journey of faith in the
years ahead.
In making the selection for a sponsor, please remember the following taken from the
“Confirmation Guidelines” for the Archdiocese of Omaha.
“It is desirable that the sponsor for Confirmation be the baptismal sponsor. The parents may
not be sponsors. There is no requirement that the individual be of the same sex as the
confirmed. Non-Catholics may not be sponsors at Confirmation. The sponsor must be
confirmed and a Catholic in good standing. They should be at least 16 years of age.
Sponsors not only stand with the candidate at the time of Confirmation, but should be an
example and guide, personally bearing witness to what it means to be led by the Holy Spirit.
Sponsors should be mature, practicing Catholics. The sponsor must be baptized and confirmed
in the Church and committed to growth in the faith.”
Each Candidate needs one (1) sponsor.
When choosing your sponsor consider this:
 Who in your family or circle of family friends inspires your faith? How do they inspire you?
 Does she/he model the Catholic faith?
 Is she/he a committed follower of Christ?
 Does she/he regularly receive the sacraments?
 Does she/he strive to grow in knowledge of Christ and the Church?
 Is she/he actively involved in the parish to which they belong?
Also consider these questions:
 Who can I comfortably speak with concerning faith and my questions?
 Who is able to give of their time to be my sponsor?
 Who will make it a priority to be present with me, physically and/or “in spirit,” on
Confirmation day?

St. John Vianney Confirmation Sponsor Information 2017-2018
This form must be returned to St. John Vianney Religious Education Office,
By September 27, 2017

Confirmation Candidate’s Name
Candidate’s Parent(s) Name

















Sponsor Information

Sponsor’s Name
Sponsor’s Relationship to Candidate
Sponsor’s E-Mail
Sponsor’s Street Address
City

State

Zip

Sponsor is 16 years of age or older?
Sponsor was baptized Catholic and is confirmed in the Catholic Church?
Sponsor’s Current Parish



City















FOR THE SPONSOR (2017-2018)
Congratulations! You have been chosen to sponsor a Confirmation candidate at St. John Vianney Parish!
Here are a few suggestions on how to be the best possible sponsor for your candidate:
 First of all, you must be a baptized Catholic, and a confirmed active member of the Church community.

You should be at least 16 years old, and not the parent of the candidate.
 Be a living model of faith. At least a part of what this young person admires in you is your faith. Your faith

should be authentic and sincere.
 Pray for your candidate and yourself. As candidates decide to be confirmed, they need spiritual strength.
Your prayers for them are important, but don't forget to pray for yourself also, that you can share why you
value and practice your Catholicism. Attend Mass together, come to Reconciliation together, do service for
others together.
 Give of your time and share your gifts. This may mean discussing lessons or working on a service project
together. You could also share your own experiences or write a letter of encouragement. Let your unique
God-given talents and gifts shine! Offer a gift of spiritual significance- a rosary or book about our faith or
about the saint the candidate has chosen for a Confirmation name - be creative and relevant!
 Participating in the ceremony is an important part of being a sponsor. You will place your right hand on
your candidate's shoulder, and tell the bishop your candidate's Confirmation name.
Your role on Confirmation day is only the beginning. Stay connected to the newly confirmed Catholic. After
Confirmation day, remember birthdays and the Confirmation anniversary. Send a card, make a phone call, or
send a text message. Continue to worship together, or from time to time do some Christian service. Put those
"Gifts of the Spirit" into practice.
WAYS IN WHICH A SPONSOR MAY BE ABLE TO HELP PREPARE FOR CONFIRMATION
AND AFTER CONFIRMATION, TO CONTINUE YOUR FAITH JOURNEY TOGETHER:
 Help in learning about our Faith: Encourage attendance at some form of Religious Education throughout

life, and continue your own education and formation.
 Help in learning how to participate in parish life: Encourage participation in activities after Confirmation.
 Help in learning more about the parish or archdiocese: Take a tour of the Cathedral together, read and

talk about the archdiocese and its leaders.
 Help in learning how to witness: Share and show how you witness to your faith community.
 Help in learning how to pray: Talk about your own experience. Pray together.
 Help in doing service projects: Find an interesting and fun project and do it together.
 Help in overcoming bad habits and attitudes: Talk about your own experience.
 Help in learning how to recognize the Spirit’s action in our lives: Talk about your own experience.
 Help confirm and keep his/her commitment to the Church: Be there for them.

If distance is a problem, feel free to phone, mail, text, or e-mail your candidate.

WHAT IS A PROXY?
If you are unable to attend Confirmation, you may delegate some responsibility to a proxy. But it is
you, the sponsor, who is actually presenting the candidate to the parish and the Archbishop, to be fully
initiated into the Catholic Community, ready and willing to be an active member of that community. A parent
may not act as a sponsor for his or her child, but may act as proxy for the absent sponsor.
Your candidate has a service journal that is due December 6, 2017. Each candidate is asked to
complete at least 5 service projects from January 2017 to December 2017: 1 at home, 1 in the parish, 1 in the
community, and 2 of their choice. We encourage families and sponsors to take part in the service
opportunities. The candidates are asked to journal on 5 projects. The journals must be returned to St. John
Vianney Church by December 6, 2017.
The candidates will attend a retreat at St. John Vianney Church.
Please say a special prayer for your candidate and talk to them about their retreat experience.
SPONSOR’S LETTER to the PASTOR of St. John Vianney Parish
In sponsoring a candidate for full membership in the Church you will want to determine the person’s
willingness and readiness to be confirmed, and how you feel the candidate will continue to live and share their
Catholic faith. This is also a good time to reflect on how the Confirmation process of being a Sponsor has and
will affect your life.
Please write this letter or email by February 7, 2017.
ADDRESS:

St. John Vianney Catholic Church
5801 Oak Hills Drive
Omaha, NE 68137
ATTN: Confirmation Program

(OR)

E-MAIL: jgencarelli@sjvomaha.org

In the event you, the candidate, and candidate’s parents, should decide the candidate is not ready for
Confirmation, please bring this to the attention of the pastor, the teacher or catechist, and the Director of
Religious Education.
It is very important that the candidate have the freedom of choice in this matter. It is equally
important that you, the sponsor, have the freedom to make a conscientious decision regarding the candidate’s
readiness.
If you have any questions or concerns, please call John Gencarelli at 402-895-0896 or email at
jgencarelli@sjvomaha.org Thanks for your help!
St. John Vianney Confirmation date for the 2017-2018 year has not been determined yet. As soon as we
know, we will notify your candidate and they will inform you. We usually get the date from Archbishop’s
office in September.

SPONSOR’S PRAYER
God of all ages,
You send out Your Spirit
to touch the hearts of all people,
so that they may believe in You
and in Jesus whom You sent.
Look kindly on all candidates for Confirmation
as they listen to Your voice.
Open their hearts to Your Spirit
and bring to fulfillment the good work
that You have begun in them.
As I reach out to my candidate,
make me an instrument of Your love.
Teach me to reverence what is holy in others,
and to be patient with what I do not understand.
Deepen my faith in the Gospel
and help me to pass it on by my example.
With those who are hesitant or afraid,
let me be a source of encouragement;
and with those who are weak,
let me be a pillar of strength.
I humbly accept the ministry of sponsor
and pray that You will continue to guide me
and sustain me.
We praise you through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

St. John Vianney Confirmation Service Sign Up 2017-2018
Name

Address

City

ZIP

Phone

School

Email(s)

I am interested in offering my service in the following areas. I understand that my name, phone number and email
address will be placed on a list to be given to the persons in charge of various Church projects listed below. I will be
contacted when my service is needed or I can contact the person listed. I understand that this is not a commitment, and
that I can say “no” if it is inconvenient for me to serve when I am called. FYI: Also check the Sunday Bulletin for
service possibilities.
PLEASE CHECK ALL THE SERVICE PROJECTS THAT INTEREST YOU:
Church Service Project Ideas:
____

Parish BBQ – January 28, 2017 from 12:00 to 8:30 pm

____

Parish Marriage Dinner – January 29, 2017 from 5:00 to 8:30 pm (Set up, clean up, and/or babysit)

____

Lenten Fish Fry Help – Friday nights, from February 24th to April 7th, 2017 – 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm

____

Help with St. John Vianney Volunteer Appreciation Dinner on May 10, 2017 from 5:00 pm to 8:00 p.m.

____

Vacation Bible School – June 19 - 23, 2017 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. each day.

____

Parish Festival – October 2017 (date TBA) from 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. (Shifts Available)

____

Craft Fair – November 17, 2017 from 6:00 to 8:00 pm, and November 18 from 3:30 pm to 4:30 pm

____

Assist in Cleaning Church; come any Saturday at 8:00 am (contact John Gencarelli)

____

Parish Grounds Clean-Up (more information will be in the Bulletin)

____

Baby-sit at Church during Programs for Parents (We will contact you as needed.)

____

Altar Server (contact Lynn Gaston at 402-895-3177 or email legast47@gmail.com)

____

Music Ministry (contact Arlene Stratman at 402-896-3943)
Community or Church Service Project Ideas:

____

EPS Baby Shower – this will take place in February to March 2017

____

Help with Prayer Shawl Ministry – directions in this packet

____

Help Collect Food/Donations for St. Vincent de Paul Society (drop off at church)

St. John Vianney Confirmation Service Project Ideas - The following Community and Home projects are ideas for me
and my family/sponsor to participate in as a family.
COMMUNITY
 Donate food or clothing or help at Francis House, www.sienafrancis.org or 402-341-1821
 Donate food or clothing to Stephen’s Center, www.stephencenter.org or 402-731-0238
 Sort clothes, etc., at Essential Pregnancy Service, www.essentialps.org or 402-554-0121
 Volunteer at Ronald McDonald House, www.rmhomaha.org or 402-346-9377
 Give to the Religious Education Large Group Service Project and learn about where the money will go and how it
will help. Contact Parish Office for details.
 Work and Visit at a Nursing Home, Hospital, Library
 Tutor a Student at School
 Assist a Teacher at School; Assist at a Day Care or Preschool
 Participate in Fund-Raising for Charities: Walk for Juvenile Diabetes, Memory Walk for Alzheimer’s, etc.
 Write to a senator, governor, etc., on a justice issue.
HOME
 Help parents/grandparents/neighbors (errands/yard work/cleaning/babysitting, etc.) without compensation
 Help younger siblings with homework without compensation
 Help clean the house without compensation
 Babysit without compensation
Instructions for Prayer Shawl
Supplies: 1 or 2 yards of fleece depending if you are making a shawl for a little one or for an adult. You will also need a
ruler, straight pins, scissors, and a template to cut the corners out easier.
Directions: Say a prayer or two. To get you started: “God, please bless and comfort the person who will receive this
shawl. Let him/her feel your warm hug. Amen.”











Trim off salvages.
Fold in half lengthwise.
Pin together 4 inches from edge on non-folded sides.
Cut out 4 inch square from non-folded corners.
Cut approximately 1 inch wide strips along non-folded edges; strips should be 4 inches in length - to the pins.
Tie front fringe to the back fringe with 2 ties (one knot).
Remove pins as you go.
Wash the shawl (if possible).
Turn the shawl in to the parish office, so that it can be blessed at Mass. If you made the shawl for a particular
person, please attach a note to the shawl, so that the shawl may be returned to you after the blessing.
Fleece for shawls may be available through the parish office.

St. John Vianney Confirmation Service Sign Up

Please return this form to St. John Vianney
Faith Formation Office.
Attn: John Gencarelli
Thank you!

PROJECT OF YOUR CHOICE
Date: _____________
What was your service activity?
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

“Service is a life-long response to Christ.”

A Disciple’s Journal – 2017-2018
January 2017 – December 2017
Name: _______________________________
*Due December 6, 2017 to St. John Vianney*

What were your thoughts/feelings when you completed this
service?

All of us continue to learn about, and grow in, our relationship
with God. Every time we celebrate a sacrament, we give
ourselves the chance to open ourselves up to God and to see God
in our lives. This year you will celebrate the sacrament of
Confirmation. We hope to offer you the opportunity to see God
in your life and to continue living your life as a Catholic Christian.
We, as baptized people, are commissioned by Jesus Christ in the
Gospel to love and care for one another. Jesus modeled the most
perfect kind of caring, through his actions, with people every day.

PROJECT OF YOUR CHOICE
Date: _____________
What was your service activity?
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

What were your thoughts/feelings when you completed this
service?

-Jesus visited the sick and healed many people.
-Jesus cared for those in prison.
-Jesus loved and cared for the outcasts of society.
-Jesus fed the hungry and clothed the naked.
-Jesus was concerned for the widows and children.
Examples are told in the Gospel stories that we can read in our
Bibles and hear proclaimed at Mass. We are called to carry out
the mission of Jesus Christ today! You will be confirmed as
disciples of Jesus to continue living the Gospel throughout our
lives.
This journal will help you, from now to December 2017, to focus
on service as a Catholic Christian, and your relationship with God.

St. John Vianney Parish
Omaha, Nebraska

Service Information for Confirmation Candidates
To focus our lives on living as Catholic Christians, this journal will
be used to help you reflect on different service opportunities. We
encourage families and sponsors to take part in the service
opportunities. You are asked to do a variety of projects; 1 at
home, 1 in the parish, 1 in the community and 2 of your choice.
From January 2016 to December 2016, you, the candidate, along
or with family and/or sponsor, will participate in at least 5 service
opportunities. After each, you should write about the experience
in this journal. We ask you to journal on five (5) opportunities. We
encourage you to participate in more than five.

PARISH PROJECT
Date: _____________
What was your Parish service activity?
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

What were your thoughts/feelings when you completed this
service?

SERVICE, It’s NOT an obligation … IT’S A CALLING!!

HOME/NEIGHBORHOOD PROJECT
Date: _____________

COMMUNITY PROJECT
Date: _____________

What was your Home/Neighborhood service activity?
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

What was your Community service activity?
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

What were your thoughts/feelings when you completed this
service?

What were your thoughts/feelings when you completed this
service?

YOUTH SERVE
2017

...a three day experience for Catholic youth entering 8th & 9th grade which
offers quality time for prayer, learning, and service.

June 25-27
July 16-18
July 23-25

$135 per person
including adults

ST. COLUMBAN RETREAT CENTER
1904 CALHOUN ST. - BELLEVUE, NE
Participants must register through a parish
OFFICE OF EVANGELIZATION & CATECHESIS

402-557-5610

bccarlson@archomaha.org

Omaha Youth Serve – Summer 2017
YOUTH SERVE
Youth Serve is a three-day, two-night service learning program designed for teams of adults and students
entering 8th and 9th grades. The program offers quality time for learning, service and prayer.
PROGRAM GOALS
 Involve young adolescents in a creative and integrated approach to service learning from a Catholic
perspective.
 Impact the way families with young adolescents view, understand and respond to justice issues in their
community.
 Introduce and model a process for local leaders to effectively engage young adolescents in Catholic
service learning experiences.
By participating in this program young adolescents will:
 Deepen their understanding of the gospel call to discipleship and justice
 Learn about local and domestic poverty and explore its causes, consequences and responses
 Explore Catholic social teaching and its application to life today
 Live, learn, pray and work in community with other Catholic youth and adults
 Engage in hands-on service involvement with people and agencies that assist people in need locally
 Share their learning insights and creative ideas with peers and family members
 Discover ways to continue their justice and service involvement as individuals, with their families and
with their parish or school groups.
PROGRAM INFORMATION
Dates




June 25-27, 2017
July 16-18, 2017
July 23-25, 2017

All sessions begin at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday. The program ends on Tuesday with a special, evening session for
parents beginning at 6:45 p.m.
Registration Deadline: April 5, 2017
Cost: $140.00 (including Adults)
Maximum Number per date: 10 youth and 2 adults
Need: 2 parents to participate on each trip
*Online Registrations information will be available in February 2017. All Registrations are completed online
using a Special Code for Saint John Vianney. I will provide an initial Registration form for you.
For More Information: http://archomaha.org/events/conferences/youth-serve/

